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The Bridal Procession 
The Bridal March 
 
A hymn may be sung at the beginning of the service.  
 
1] The Preface: The Minister: 
 
We have come together in the sight of God for the joining in marriage of 
this man George and this woman Lydia. 
 
Our Lord Jesus Christ said of marriage that “From the beginning of creation 
God made them male and female. For this reason a man shall leave his 
father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one.  
So they are no longer two but one. What therefore God has joined together, 
let no man put asunder.”  
 
Marriage is the symbol of God’s unending love for his people, and of the 
union between Christ and his Church. So Saint Paul teaches that the husband 
must love his wife as Christ loved the Church, and that the wife must give 
due honour to her husband. 
 
Marriage should be honoured by all, and is not to be entered into lightly or 
carelessly, but with reverent and serious respect for those purposes for 
which it was instituted by God. 
 
Marriage is a gift from God for the well being of mankind, and for the proper 
expression of natural instincts and affections with which he has endowed us. 
 
It is a lifelong union in which a man and a woman are called so to give 
themselves in body, mind and spirit, and so to respond, that from their 
union will grow a deepening knowledge and love of each other. In the joys 
and sorrows of life, in prosperity and adversity, they share their 
companionship, faithfulness and strength.  
 
In marriage a new family is established in accordance with God’s purpose, 
so that children may be born and nurtured in secure and loving care, for 
their well being and instruction, and for the good order of society, to the 
glory of God.  
 
George and Lydia have now come here to be joined in this holy union to 
which God has led them. They seek his blessing on their life together, that 
they may fulfil his purpose for them; and they ask us to support them in this 
prayer. If any person can show why they may not lawfully be joined in 
marriage he should speak now, or hereafter remain in silence.  
 
George and Lydia, I charge you both, as you will answer before God, that if 
either of you know any reason why you may not lawfully be joined together 
in matrimony, you now confess it. For be assured that those who marry 



otherwise than God’s word allows are not joined together by God, neither is 
their matrimony lawful in his sight.  
 
 
2] The Consent 
 
The Minister:  
 
George, will you take Lydia to be your wife,  
to live together according to God’s law? 
Will you give her the honour 
Due to her as your wife 
And, forsaking all others, 
Love and protect her, 
As long as you both shall live? 
 
George:   I will.  
 
Lydia, will you take George to be your husband, 
to live together according to God’s law? 
Will you give him the honour 
Due to her as your husband 
And, forsaking all others, 
Love and protect him, 
As long as you both shall live? 
 
Lydia:   I will.  
 
 
3] Minister:   Who brings this woman to be married to this man? 
 
The Father of the Bride: I do. 
 
4] Minister: 
 
God our Father, in your great love for mankind 
You have given us the gift of marriage; 
So bless these two persons as they pledge their lives to each other, 
That their love may evermore grow 
To be a true reflection of your love for us all; 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 
 
5] The Wedding     

 
The man, holding the woman’s right hand in his, says:  

 
I  George, in the presence of God, 
Take you, Lydia, to be my wife: 
To have and to hold 
From this day forward, 



For richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, 
To love and to cherish, 
As long as we both shall live.  
This is my solemn vow and promise.  
 

The woman, holding the man’s right hand in hers, says:  
 
I  Lydia, in the presence of God, 
Take you, George, to be my husband: 
To have and to hold 
From this day forward, 
For richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, 
To love and to cherish, 
As long as we both shall live.  
This is my solemn vow and promise.  
 
6] The priest receives the wedding rings and may then say 
 
Grant Lord that these rings may be a token and constant sign of the pledge 
of love and faithfulness which these two persons make to each other; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
Amen.  
 
7] The man places the ring on the ring finger of the woman and holding it there, says 
 
Lydia, with this ring I wed you; 
With all that I am and all that I have 
I honour you; 
In the name of God. Amen 
 
Before they loose hands, the woman may respond 
George, I receive this ring 
In token of our marriage. 
May God enable us to grow in love together.  
 
8] The woman places the ring on the ring finger of the man and holding it there, says 
 
George, with this ring I wed you; 
With all that I am and all that I have 
I honour you; 
In the name of God. Amen 
 
Before they loose hands, the man may respond 
 
Lydia , I receive this ring 
In token of our marriage. 
May God enable us to grow in love together.  
 
9] The man and the woman then kneel. The priest joins their right hands and says 
 



Those whom God has joined together 
Let no man put asunder. 
 
10] The Minister 
 
Before God and in the presence of us all, 
By solemn consent and promise, 
By the giving and receiving of a ring, 
And by the joining of hands, 
George and Lydia have now accepted each other in marriage. 
In the name of God, 
I declare them to be husband and wife.  
 
11] The Minister: 
 God the Father enrich you with his grace, 
God the Son make you holy in his love, 
God the Holy Spirit strengthen you in eternal life. 
Amen. Blessed be the father, Son and Holy Spirit; 
One God, to be praised for ever.  
 
12] One or more passages from Scripture may now be read. 
 
13] The Address by the Minister. 
 
14] Psalm 128 [or another appropriate psalm eg 127 or 67. ] 
 
Blessed is everyone who fears the Lord: 
And walks in the confine of his ways. 
 
You will eat the fruit of your labours; 
Happy shall you be and all will go well with you. 
 
Your wife within your house: 
Shall be as a fruitful vine; 
 
Your children around your table: 
Like the fresh shoots of the olive. 
 
Behold, thus shall the man be blessed: 
Who lives in the fear of the Lord.  
 
May the Lord so bless you from Zion: 
That you see Jerusalem in prosperity  
all the days of your life. 
 
May you see your children’s children: 
And in Israel let there be peace.  
 
The Minister:   The Lord be with you.  
 



 
All:    And also with you 
 
15] The Signing of the Register.  
 
16] The Prayers: 
 
The Minister:  
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  
 
Our Father in heaven, 
Hallowed be your Name, 
Your kingdom come, 
Your will be done  
On earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
As we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
Now and forever, Amen.  
 
17] The Minister: 
 
Almighty Father, giver of life and love, look in favour on all who are made 
one in marriage, and especially on these your servants, George and Lydia, as 
they enter into their new life together. In your love deepen their love; 
strengthen their wills to keep the promises they have made; that they may 
life to your glory and to the good of mankind, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty Father, you have created us in your own image, and by your 
gracious gift mankind is increased. To George and Lydia grant the blessing of 
children: and such wisdom and loving care in the nurture of their family, 
that they and their children may come to know you in their lives and give 
you praise and honour; through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 
 
 
   



 
 

18] The Blessing 
 

The Minister: 
 
Almighty God, Lord of the universe, 
All love, strength, and understanding come from you; 
So direct and govern us in body and soul 
That we may strive to live according to your word 
And to do everything that is agreeable to your will: 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
The people: 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen  
 
The Recessional 
  
The Trumpet Voluntary  


