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BACKGROUND
Over the past 20 years the school has undertaken a significant upgrade and enhancement 
of its external environment. This has involved the creation of a series of outdoor spaces 
designed to increase the functionality as well as the aesthetic appeal of the school’s 
grounds. The spaces created have a wide variety of use from purely ceremonial to 
the highly functional. Whatever the use a co-ordinated approach has been taken to 
the development of the landscape. A limited and select palette of “hard” landscape 
finishes and materials has been used repeatedly through the school to give a sense 
of harmony and unity. Similarly with “soft” landscaping a select and limited palette of 
plants have been used to establish a co-ordinated look throughout the school. As part of 
the landscape upgrade hundreds of new trees have been planted to soften the building 
forms and to provide a cool leafy environment for the students to work and play within.  
Where possible existing vegetation has been retained and new building and landscape 
works have been worked in and around the trees. The general strategy for new planting 
has been to use indigenous plant species in those areas adjacent to Norman Creek with 
a combination of both exotic and native plants in those areas further away from the creek 
in the older section of the school. 
This approach to the landscape design will continue for the proposed new development 
works identified on the campus Masterplan as follows. 

STREETSCAPES

BARKER STREET
Existing
Barker Street is a pleasant leafy street, residential in scale and layout. The street is lined 
on both sides with a jumbled assortment of mature to semi-mature trees, both exotic and 
native, including Jacarandas, Poincianas, Silky Oaks, Figs, Cassias, Bauhinias, Leopard 
Trees, Flame Trees, Tabebuias, Peltophorums and Buckinghamias. A narrow concrete 
footpath of varying condition lines both sides of the street with a grass verge between 
the road and footpath. From the footpath to the property boundaries there is mostly 
grass though a number of properties have planted this space out with shrubs/hedges 
instead. Fence styles on the western residential side of the street are predominantly ‘old 
queensland’ style painted timber picket fences. Fences on the eastern ‘school’ side of 
the street are a mixed bag of some timber picket fences but also chain wire fencing and 
unpainted timber paling fences. Tree and shrub planting within the school’s grounds itself 
has to a large extent been successful in screening and softening views of new school 
buildings from Barker Street.

Proposed
In conjunction with any new building works it is proposed to maintain and enhance the 
green leafy streetscape of Barker Street. This will be achieved by a number of means: 

1. Along the front of any new building works retaining walls will be kept a minimum of 
1.0m back from the boundary to allow for screen shrubs to be planted in front of the walls 
to provide a ‘green’ face to the street. 

2. Screen tree planting consisting of a mixture of spreading canopy and columnar shaped 
trees will be planted inside the property boundary to screen and soften the building form 
at a higher level. 

3. Fence types will be rationalized, not just in front of new building works, but along the 
entire school frontage to remove the “ad hoc” look. Painted timber picket fences, will be 
used along the school’s boundary to provide an attractive cohesive appearance that is 
in harmony with the fence styles found on the opposite side of the roadway. 

4. The area between the school’s property boundary and the existing street footpath 
will be planted instead of turfed to increase the ‘soft’ and ‘green’ interface between the 
school and the street.

5. New street planting will be undertaken in those areas currently devoid of trees to 
enhance the ‘leafy’ amenity of the street. 

6. The existing footpath in need of repair will be replaced with new sections of concrete 
pathway. 

MOWBRAY TERRACE
In association with the proposed semi-enclosed verandah extensions to the side of the 
teaching rooms at 3m wide a strip of buffer planting will be undertaken to soften the 
building form when viewed from Mowbray Terrace. The buffer planting will consist of a 
combination of spreading canopy trees and upright columnar shaped trees underplanted 
with a screen hedge along the frontage of the property. 

OAKLANDS PARADE
Considerable sections of the footpath along Oaklands Parade have already been planted 
with street trees. The plan in the future is to complete this tree planting along both sides 
of the roadway to provide a continuos avenue of trees. 

THE VIKING CAFE
The intent for the landscaping for the proposed Viking Cafe will be to provide an integrated 
design that incorporates outdoor eating areas for both large and small student groups 
shaded by medium sized spreading canopy trees. 

PREPARATORY SCHOOL PRECINCT
Much of the proposed new building works for the Prep Precinct is located adjacent 
to the Norman Creek Waterway. The approach to the landscape will be firstly ensure 
that the existing mangrove vegetation remains protected and undisturbed during the 
building process. The proposed location of the building works is outside of the mangrove 
community and will not impact upon it. Secondly the new landscape works will consist  of 
extensive planting of indigenous plant species aimed at extending the riparian vegetation 
into the school proper. 
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CHURCHIE MASTER PLAN - Barker Street Streetscape

TYPICAL TERRACE HOUSE - SECTION A-A
1:25 @ A1 ; 1:50 @A3
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MOWBRAY TERRACE - DETAILED PLAN
1:200 @ A1 ; 1:400 @A3

MOWBRAY TERRACE - TYPICAL ELEVATION
1:200 @ A1 ; 1:400 @A3
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